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TAGS: SREF, SN 

SUBJ: ARRIVAL OF REFUGEE BOAT IN SINGAPORE 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS SOURCES, SMALL BOAT CARRYING 
131 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES SAILED IN TO PULAU UBIN (SMALL 
SINGAPORE-OWNED ISLAND IN JOHORE STRAIT BETWEEN SINGAPORE 
AND MALAYSIA) ON lUNE 13. BOAT HAD REPORTEDLY LANDED IN 
MALAYSIA AND TAKEN OFE AGAIN FOR UNKNOWN REASONS BEFORE 
REACHING SINGAPORE. INITIAL PRESS ACCOUNTS SAID THAT 
REEUGEES HAD SET FIRE TO THEIR BOAT ON ARRIVAL PULAU UBIN 
TO PREVENT THEIR BEING ORDERED BACK TO SEA IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SINGAPORE POLICY. LATER STORIES QUOTE REFUGEES AS 
CLAIMING THAT BOAT CAUGHT FIRE ACCIDENTALLY WHILE THEY 
WERE COOKING. 

2. REFUGEES HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO SINGAPORE MAINLAND 
FROM PULAU UBIN AND ARE BEING HELD HERE WHILE GOS 
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PONDERS WHAT TO DO WITH THEM. PRESS REPORTS SAY THAT 
REEUGEES PROBABLY WILL BE PLACED UNDER CARE OF UNHCR 
IN SINGAPORE WHILE ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE FOR OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS TO ACCEPT THEM. 

3. WE HAVE NOT MADE ANY INQUIRIES OF SINGAPOREANS OR 
UNHCR REGARDING THIS CASE. ONE OR THE OTHER WILL 
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UNDOUBTEDLY BE APPROACHING US SHORTLY TO ASK IP WE 
WILL TAKE THE REFUGEES. SINCE WE ARE ALREADY COM- 
MITTED TO TAKE MOST OP THOSE REPUGEES NOW IN SINGAPORE 
AWAITING RESETTLEMENT, BELIEVE WE SHOULD BE SOMEWHAT 
HESITANT TO STEP PORWARD IN THIS CASE IN ORDER TO 
ENCOURAGE GOSAJNHCR TO SEEK OUT OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
WILLING TO ACCEPT THEM. REPUGEES ARE IN NO IMMEDIATE 
DANGER OP BEING SENT BACK TO SEA AGAIN. 

4. THIS RAISES TOTAL REPUGEE POPULATION IN SINGAPORE 
CLOSE TO 600. 

INGRAHAM 
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